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By Lucas May 
This month, Spark reporter Lucas was able to get an exclusive interview with Stockport Academy Principal 
Mrs McCann. He decided to ask her a wide range of questions about her time at the school. Read on to 
see what she had to say! 

 

Q: What makes you love being Principal? 

A: I love seeing the difference you can 
make and the impact that you can make to 
lots of people’s lives. Being principal is 
such a rewarding job and I am extremely 
proud to be principal at such an 
outstanding school. 

Q: How do you think you have made a 
positive impact on this school? 

A: Over the last couple of years, our GCSE 
results have improved again and again, so 
that’s definitely one positive impact. Aside 
from that, the way our students have adopted our values of Believe, Aspire, Achieve and Respect has 
really emphasised the impact made around school. Certainly all the charity work that we do and efforts to 
support the local community are two areas that I’m really proud of and it’s great that everyone in our 
school is so conscientious and respectful. 

Q: What is your favourite part of the job? 

A: I love it when I see all of the students getting good grades after all the effort they have put in - that is 
just amazing to be part of. Also, when parents go out of their way to say nice things about the school and 
when people get special rewards all just really make me proud. 

Q: How do you make sure that everyone tries their best? 

A: We set our standards really high at Stockport Academy and make sure that everyone is aware of what 
is expected of them. Of course, this is down to everyone within school to look out for and not just me – 
fortunately we have amazing staff and student leaders who do an excellent job of leading by example. 

Q: What bit of advice would you give to students wanting to follow in your footsteps?   

A: Well, I would say to focus hard in your lessons in school and pay a lot of attention to detail. Also, to try 
hard in everything that you do. Anything is possible if you put your mind to it and are prepared to make 
the effort.  
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Are You E-Safe? By Jamie Howarth 

By Viki Malabuyoc 

Top Setters from Year 7 and 8 put their heads down and 

worked towards the challenge of UK Mathematics Trust 

(UKMT), a challenge presented to students all around the 

UK. 

On Thursday 26th April, all of said students were put into 

the hall to commence with the difficult task. We were put 

under exam conditions. For the first fifteen questions, 

you would earn 5 points for each correct one. After that, 

16-25 were more difficult. If you got an incorrect answer for 16-25, they would deduct 2 points from your 

score. However, if you got it right, you would earn 6 points. 

We were told to focus on the first few questions, as it is more important to get them right, for the points. 

Everyone was given papers for calculations, a sheet with the questions, a pencil, a sharpener and an 

eraser. As if it were an exam, we were sat in rows of single desks inside the main hall. The timer was set 

for 1 hour. Students sat in silence, you could practically hear their brains working. 

The hour was a very difficult one, as the test was designed for a higher level. We all walked out of the hall 

with relief that it was over and a sense of achievement. 

Later in the year, we should be finding out our scores, and if we got enough points to score a bronze, 

silver, or gold certificate.   

Maths Challenge Mania 

At the start of May, the Peer Mentors did an assembly about E-safety. 

What is E-safety I hear you ask? E-safety is where you can boost your privacy levels on every 

social media account, starting from WhatsApp, all the way to Snapchat and Instagram. It is 

important to be safe on social media so strangers and people you don’t know can’t look at 

your private information and photos. ALSO make sure you don’t put anything on social 

media that you wouldn’t show your Nan! 

There were several slides all about E-safety and how to be safe and happy on it. Social 
media can be a very enjoyable place BUT WAIT! You need to know HOW TO BE SAFE ON IT. 
So when you get home, check on all your social media accounts and just think “is my 
account safe enough?”, “Do I feel safe on social media?” and finally “Do I follow the right 
people on social media?”  

DID YOU KNOW? 

E-Zine Enrichment takes place every Friday in L01. 

Come and join us if you would like to help produce the next SPArk! 
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By Roxane Mole 

Our teachers help us every day to learn about 
Science, Art, even a different language! But have 
you ever wondered WHY they wanted to be a 
teacher? Maybe it was because of their 
own teacher, or maybe because they wanted to 
teach us more about their favourite subject, or 
any number of other reasons. I spoke to a few of 
the staff at Stockport Academy to find out more. 
  
Ms Lee  
 
Q: Why did you become a teacher?  
A: I became a teacher because I wanted to show my love for Art, Craft and Design with children.  
Q: Why did you study Art?  
A: I studied Art because it's the only thing I felt gave me a purpose. I do also enjoy psychology and always 
try to use this in my teaching practice.  
Q: What’s the best part about teaching?  
A: No day is the same and children constantly surprise me with their ideas and talent!  
  
Mr Clarke  
 
Q: Why did you become a librarian?  
A: Because I love reading and I want to encourage more students to read too.  
Q: If there was anything else you could teach what would it be?  
A: Literacy  
Q: What’s the best part about teaching?  
A: Working with students to develop confidence and recommend a challenging book.  
 
Ms Cockitt  
 
Q: Why did you decide to become a teacher?  
A: I got inspired by my own science teacher - I tried engineering, but I didn’t like it.  
Q: Why science?  
A: I loved learning about how things worked.  
Q: What’s the best part about teaching?  
A: Meeting different students and watching them progress.  
  
It was fun learning more about the teachers who help us every day to have good education!  

How Well Do You Know Your Teacher? 

LIKE WHAT YOU’RE READING? 

Our Student Newsletter team also contributes to articles on the news pages of our school website. 

Click here to read more! 

https://www.stockport-academy.org/News/Stockport-Academy-News


Page 4 MAY 2018 

Peer Mentors Making A Difference 
By Archana Sebastian 

Before starting high school, you can imagine that life can be quite hard. But one thing that can make a big 
difference are the Peer Mentors – a group of students who you can go to for help instead of teachers. 
Peer Mentors are Year 10s who help Year 7s with school life. Peer Mentors provide pastoral support to 
Year 7 students if they do not wish to approach a member of teaching staff.  All successful applicants 
receive training in anti-bullying. 

Every week, the Peer Mentors meet to discuss the 
outcomes of any reports of bullying and discuss 
strategies used to deal with any issues raised. The 
Ambassadors also design form activities focused on 
friendships, bullying, and self-esteem issues for the year 
7 form groups each week which in turn, by visit form 
rooms they help with form tasks. 
 
Peer Mentors support Stockport Academy's anti –
bullying system by checking the anti-bullying letter boxes 
that are placed on each floor every week. They also 
support an online reporting system which can be 

accessed via the school website as well as advertised themselves in person to seek when in trouble.  
 
The students give up their own time to deal with any matters that they receive from the forms they help, 
to create good trusting relationships with the Year 7s. 
 
Overall I think that peer mentoring is a great idea. They have made a difference in school and I hope the 
scheme continues for many years to come. 

By Emily Rogers 

Head Boy Head Shave 

Near the end of March, the Head Boy (Jake Wild) shaved his head in 

the Main Hall to raise money for Myeloma UK. 

Myeloma UK is a charity to support cancer. He did this because a 

person in his family had been affected by it. The tickets were £1 to 

watch his long hair be shaved off by other students, his family and 

the teachers.  

The event started with a warmup of Jake’s friends having their legs 

waxed.  It looked painful but they were also having fun.  

After that, it was the main event. His hair was put into plaits and 

they were cut off first, then the rest of his hair was shaved. He 

raised £250 but the school matched that so all together he raised 

£500. I think this event was a good idea because it raised a lot of 

money and it was funny to watch. 
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On the 21st of March, eight pupils from Stockport Academy’s Choir went to the Palace Hotel in 
Manchester. They were joined by other United Learning school choirs (William Hulme, Salford Academy 
and Manchester Academy).  

Some pupils sang solos and the rest of the singers sang Count On Me (Bruno Mars) and Be The Change 
(the song of Sing Up 2018). They travelled by taxi and arrived at the grand hotel at 4 o’clock. Soon after, 
they ate chips, sandwiches and dessert. 

After the performance, Mr McCarron and Mrs McCann gave the eight singing students from Stockport 
Academy a non-uniform day on the 22nd. 

Choir enrichment takes place on Thursdays in the hall - speak to Miss Stevenson to join! They go on 
numerous trips and preform at prizegiving every year. 

Choir At The Palace Hotel 
By Violet Ashby 

Eggarty Maths By Megan Barlow 

At Stockport Academy, we are passionate about 

Maths. To encourage our students to improve their 

skills in this subject, we set an egg-citing competition. 

All of our students were excited for Easter, but not as 

excited as our Maths teachers! Our teachers set an 

awesome competition to win an Easter egg! One of our 

top websites, Hegarty Maths, is an amazing website 

that helps children in improving their Maths. If a 

student completed 6 hours of learning between 1st and 

25th March, they had a chance of winning an Easter egg! The student with the most hours 

completed was John Hibbert with 22.6 hours. Maths teacher Mr Chilvers stated: “I got the idea 

because I love chocolate, I love maths and Colin Hegarty is my mate.” 

Overall, I thought the competition was a really good idea. Mr Chilvers said that it was a great idea 

and there would be more challenges possibly coming up in the Summer.  

A Day At The Ballet By Emily Rogers 

In March some students went on a trip to the Lowry to watch Cinderella in ballet. Before we watched the 
show, we went to Pizza Express and had a starter and a pizza. Afterwards, we went to the Cadbury’s shop 
and bought some chocolate. 

When we got in the Lowry and the show started we were all confused because it was set during World 
War Two. But then it started to make sense when Cinderella was chasing the Prince who left his hat. After 
that it was the ball;  Cinderella and the Prince were dancing, the clock struck midnight and Cinderella ran 
off and left her shoe behind, then the Prince started chasing her. 

It was the first ballet I have been to and I really enjoyed it. It wasn’t what I expected but it was a really 
good day. Based on this experience I would go to another ballet. 
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Amazing Auditions 
By Viki Malabuyoc 

It seems like there is always something exciting for performers here at the school. In this case, auditions 

for the school production! 

As I previously have reported on, last year's production was High School Musical. This year, we're going to 

be performing a Disney favourite – Beauty and The Beast! The play that we were doing was revealed 

merely a few weeks before the auditions, leaving performers only a few weeks to prepare!  

Although we were all terrified, we were equally as excited. Everyone who wished to take part collected 

the same script, and I assume it was to see the different interpretations performed by different people. 

On the 27th of March, the auditions commenced. The designated waiting areas – outside the music room 

and in the atrium – was filled with tension and anticipation. Dance auditions were first, as they had learnt 

a choreography on the previous day specifically for the auditions. 

We were split into two groups, group one was sent upstairs to do their singing auditions first, group two 

was told to stay downstairs for their drama audition first. For the drama audition you could perform in 

pairs in one room with the teachers, or alone. You had a choice for the singing auditions, you could sing 

your own song or sing ‘Tale as Old as Time’ from the actual play.  

Many of the people who participated enjoyed the experience. Student and Drama Club member Jose 

Malabuyoc described it as a “fantastic opportunity to take part in school activities”. 

 Although nerve racking, most of us felt a sense of achievement after.  

 

 By Abigail Yan What A Bang 
In March, Stockport Academy celebrated 
British Science Week. Every morning in 
assemblies Mr Campbell showed everyone 
great experiments to start the day off with a 
bang.  

On Friday Mr Campbell organised an 
experiments display. We enjoyed watching 
balloons exploding with a single flame, 
elephant’s toothpaste, and one bottle many 
drinks and so much more.  

Miss Gould and Miss King, our Science 
Technicians, said: “The reasons why we like 
British Science Week is because it promotes 
Science.” 

They also loved how many entries they got for the Science quiz. People won prizes such as periodic 
table poster, pens, sweets, books and sun ray glasses. This was a great opportunity to get students 
involved in science.   
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This term, the Year 7 classes have been working and learning about the famous author, William 
Shakespeare. The Year 7s have truly shown a huge liking to the subject.  
 
Lessons included translating everyday songs from Shakespeare to modern English, identifying his spelling 
errors (such as his own name), and reading and rehearsing sonnets, stories and plays.  
 
Not only have the students shown a great passion for Shakespeare, but so have our English teachers as 
well.  Mrs. McKenna said her favourite thing about 
Shakespeare is "when you read a line 
and it's so powerful and good you just can't explain 
it!" She also said she thought it was a good idea for 
students to learn about him because if they didn’t, 
they would be missing out on a big part of English 
Literature. Finally, she added that her favourite plays 
are The Tempest, Macbeth and Anthony and 
Cleopatra. 
 
“I like Macbeth because the creepy atmosphere is 
what makes the story so cool! And I like Antony and 
Cleopatra because I studied this play for my A-levels 
and I love how strong and independent the female 
characters come across," she told me.  

All About Shakespeare 
By Bethany Flynn 

Student Council Bring In The Leads By Millie Capper 

A couple of weeks ago, a Student Council meeting took place and Mrs Nicholls announced some very 

exciting news. She wanted someone to help her with the Student Council- a student lead. I put forward 

my name and I had to make an application to try and get the role. Approximately, 15 people applied- so I 

thought I had no chance. I had to write about why I wanted to be 

the student lead and what I would help people with in the future. 

Here is a tiny snippet of my application:  

"I have gained more confidence since coming to Stockport 

Academy and being in the Student Council has helped me a lot. I 

want people my age to not feel nervous or embarrassed about 

anything they want to do and just go for it because it will be 

rewarding in the end".  

At the next meeting, Mrs. Nicholls announced there would be two student council leads. Farah in Year 9 

and me, Millie! I thank Mrs. Nicholls for this amazing opportunity and I can't wait to work with her in the 

future.  
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Raving About Rounders 
By Melina Akrida 

Recently, we have started a new sports enrichment – Rounders. 

It has replaced Netball as every half term we change sports, so let me tell you a little bit about Rounders 

and the basic rules that everybody has to follow. 

In order for you to score points, you need to hit the ball and run. If the fielder catches the ball then you 

are out of the game. There are four bases to run to and if you hit the ball and run to second base you 

score half a rounder. However, if you make it all the way to fourth base you score a full rounder, which is 

a full point. 

I think the most important position in the game is back stop as you are basically in charge of the whole 

game and need to pay a lot of attention when you are playing. 

If you attend the enrichment wheel then you will have Ms Foster teaching Year 7 and Ms Dent for Year 8. 

I love playing Rounders because it is a very fun sport and would recommend anyone gives it a go! 

In March, some students went to the song writing 

workshop.  

They taught the students many different ways to manage 

writing songs, such as trial and error and creating a theme 

for the song before making lyrics. Each group of students 

worked with one member of a famous band (that have 

backed up the Vamps). 

At the end, they came together and performed their pieces to a group of Year 7s and both the Executive 

Principal Mr McCarron and the Principal Mrs McCann in the hall. One of the songs was about growing up 

and the memories that everyone has of their childhood. The other group wrote a song about getting 

through hard times. 

Songwriting Sessions 
By Violet Ashby 


